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Senate Majority Leader 
Mike Mansfield (Mont) said 
yesterday he doubts tSiat his 
efforts to arrange a compro- 
mise in the fight over Sena* 
torial supervision of the 
Central Intedligence Agency 
will succeed. 

If a compromise is not ar- 
ranged, “we’ll have to take it 
to the floor and battle it out,’* 
he added. 

Mansfield and Senate Mi- 
nority Leader Everett McKin- 
ley Dirksen (Ul.) met last week 
with President Johnson to 
brief him on the struggle 
over the CIA. Reporting on 
the meeting, Mansfield said 
that the Pre^dent considered 
the CIA question a matter 
f<w the Senate to decide. He 
added that he and Dirksen 
had not asked the President 
to help decide the argument 

The current Senate furor 
over the CIA was initiated by 
Sen. Eugene J. McCarthy, 
who is the sponaore of a reso- 
lutioa that would create a 
Oommitte o n Intelligence 
Operations to supervise the 
CIA and other foreign intelli- 
gence activities. 

The proposed niaae-man 
Committe would consist of 
three members from each of 
three Committees — Armed 
Services, Appropriations, and 
Foreign Relations. The cur- 
rent seven-man CIA group is 
composed of senior members 
of the Armed Services and 
Appropriations Committees. 

Foreign Relations Commib 
tee passed the resolution by 
a 1440-S vote on May 17 de- 
spite strong criticism from 
the present CIA watchdog 
group whose chairman, Sen. 
Richard Russell (D-Ga.), ac 
cused the Foreign Relations 
Committee of trying to 


“muscle in.” on his group. 

Mansfield, acting as medi- 
ator has tried vainly in the 
last two weeks to arrange a 
compromise. 

One of the compromises ad- 
vanced would add senior For- 
eign Relations Committee 
members to the existing Rus- 
sell group.' Mansfield said yes- 
terday that he favors this sug- 
gestion. 

Another is to create a spe- 
cial subcommittee of the For- 
eign Relations Committee to 
receive full briefings by the 
CIA Under this plan. Presi- 
dent Johnson would have to 
authorise the CIA to give the 


information to the subcom- 
mittee. One of Sen. J. William 
Pulbrlght’s complaints is that 
CIA Director William F. Ra- 
bom refused to answer ques- 
Uons before the Senate For- 
eign Relations • Committee 
earlier this year. 

If a compromise Is not 
achieved, Masfleld unhappily 
predicts that the CIA resolu- 
tion will be debated on the 
floor sometime next week. 

“The debate wouldn’t help 
the (CIA) agency or wouldn’t 
help the Senate,” he said, I 
am fearful that things woi^ 
be said which shouldn t be 
said.’* 

Appropriations Committee 
Chairman Carl Hayden ^ 
Aril.) a member of the CIA 
group, has joined the contert 
with a letter to members of nis 
committee urging them to sup- 
port RusseR*8 move to refer 
the CIA Resolution to his own 
Armed Services (Committee. 

But even as the battle lines 
form, both sides are reluctant 
to bring the resolution to a 

vote. ■ __ 

The supporters of the Mc- 
Carthy resolution fear that 
they will be decisively beaten 
by the combined mass of the 
numerous Appropriations and 
Armed Services Committees, 
who will € Joined by South- 
erners and many Republicans. 

The Russell forces fear that 
they will not receive as large 
a proportion of the votes as 
in 1956 when they turned 
back a Mansfield proposal to 
create a joint Congressional 
CIA committee by a vote of 
59 to 27. A large vote for the 
McCarthy resolution, the Rus- 
^sell forces fear, will be inter- 
preted as e criticism of their 
own CIA supervision. 

Tempers on the Foreign Re- 
lations Committee have been 
aroused by Russell’s state- 
ments that he is reluctant to 
grant the Foreign Relations 
Committee a role in CIA su- 
pervision because security 
leaks from the Committee. 

Among the uncommitted 
liiere is still the small hope 
that a public debate can be 
avoided and that the matter 
can be settled prlvaitely, as 
other Jurisdictional dilutes 
In the Senate have been In 
the past. 

But R now appears likely 
tbit despite Mansfield’s ef- 
forts the McCarthy resolution 
Is heading for a full and rau- 
cous showdown on the Senate! 
[floor. 






